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SHRINE CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
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Shriners Hospital for Children
Northern California
2425 Stockton Boulevard
Sacramento, CA 95817
Tele: (916) 453-2000

Asiya Shriners
(650) 345-4300

NOTICE: All announcements for events listed in
this issue are for the benefit of Asiya Shrine Cen-
ter, Units and Clubs. Payments are not deduct-
ible as charitable contributions, unless otherwise
stated.

Asiya Web Site
www.asiyashriners.com

18300 Saratoga-Los Gatos Rd.
Monte Sereno, CA 95030

David G. Blessing
Attorney At Law

(408) 761-3462

Hospital Board Members from Asiya Shrine Center

Dennis E. Griffin, Chairman
Jack Kempf, Chairman of Finance and Budget
Gordon W. Markley, Chairman Human Resources
Maurice “Mo” Sciaroni, Patient Care and Quality Assurances
Richard “Dick” Stenstrom, Chairman of Building and Equipmen

Vernon Harp San Francisco, CA
Knapp (Tommy)Tomberlin, PP Aptos, CA
Rober Spindler Pacifica
Richard Green Las Vegas, NV
Marcus Roth San Francisco, CA

January 5 Stated Meeting & Divan Installation
January 7 Aahmes Presentation
January 8 Mass Installation
January 11 Rod & Gun Club, Crab Feed
January 21 East – West Football Game

February 5 Section Crew Superbowl Party
February 11 Rod & Gun Valentines Dinner
February 14 Arabians Valentines Dinner
February 15 Patrol Roll Call
February 18 DUCS Meeting
February 25 Nomads Crab Feed

Building Fund Donations
DONOR MEMO
Rodney Lockett In Honor of: Margrit Lockett
Melvin Clark Donation
Gil Estrada In Memory of: Tom Fell
Gabriel Tuazon Donation

Building Fund Donations ..................... 2
Message From the Chief Rabban ....... 3
Los Gatos Christmas Parade ............. 3
Elective Divan ..................................... 4
Now Is the Time .................................. 4
From the Recorder ............................. 5
Children’s Fund Donations ................. 10
Congratulations New Nobles ............. 12
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Message From the Chief Rabban

This year the Los Gatos Christmas Parade was blessed with sunny weather.
Asiya Shriners were part of  “The Family of  Masonry” entry. The unit was lead by
officers of Mt. Moriah Lodge #292 in Masonic regalia (tuxs, jewels and aprons).
They were followed by various Masonic concordant bodies, Amaranth, Ladies of

the Oriental Shrine and Asiya Shriners. Asiya
Shriners Units were represented by the Divan,
Patrol, Section Crew on the fire truck, Arabian
Band, Brigade and Clowns. The Asiya Clubs were
represented by the Los Gatos Camel Herders and
Comics. The parade was well attended by the
public. Spectators were six deep on the sidewalks.
After the parade, the Ladies of the Camel Herders
prepared a lunch of “tube steaks” and chili.

Los Gatos Christmas Parade

Greetings, my fellow Nobles , and Happy Holidays to all!

   This year brought many fun-filled activities.  We made visits to
different units and clubs, and we had the Hospital Fund Raiser and two
Ceremonials. In November we welcomed 22 new nobles. It was such a
pleasure for me to witness the induction of new members; this is my top
goal for next year.

  As November came to a close, we also celebrated Thanksgiving.
Hopefully, you all  had lots to be thankful for, as did I, celebrating with
turkey everywhere. Gosh, I can still smell turkey on me!

   Now that December is upon us, we’ve already had the pleasure of
attending a few events.  For instance, we took part in this year’s Christ-
mas in Los Gatos Parade.  Thankfully, the sun was out to keep us warm, while we all got some exer-
cise.

   On Sunday we attended the Camel Herders’ Children’s Christmas Party at the Masonic Center
in San Jose.  This event hosted 110 children this year, serving up spaghetti and meatballs, sodas, and
chocolate with joyful entertainment and, of course, gifts.  It gave me much pleasure and filled me with
the holiday spirit to witness all those smiles.  What happy faces... As the children began to open their
gifts, we truly felt the appreciation from their parents.  It was such a wonderful feeling; it just could
not have been duplicated any other way.  Thank you to all the families who took part in the event. And
thank you to the Camel Herders, Clowns and Comics for hosting such a wonderful event; this was
truly a day of giving.

   I would like to personally thank this great group of nobles for always making sure this annual
festivity takes place and ensuring the holidays start off just right, making children happy.

   Enjoy the holidays, everyone, and remember to reflect on what we as Shriners do, bringing joy to
children in everything we do.

   Please keep in mind the following dates:
January 5, 2010 Installation of Officers
January 8, 2012 Mass Installation at the Cabana Hotel in Palo Alto  (Hope to see you all there.)

   On behalf of Gloria and myself, Happy Holidays, and have a safe and prosperous New Year!!!

Yours in Faith,
Mario Esquivel
Chief Rabban
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The name ‘SALAAM’ is registered and no use of
this name can be reproduced unless permission
is granted from Asiya Shriners.
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Editor .......................................... Jim Cook, P.P.

Editor E-Mail:
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Elective Divan
Mario Reyes .............................. Potentate
Mario Esquivel ...................... Chief Rabban
Dennis E.Griffin .............   Assistant Rabban
Benjamin Ruhs ........ High Priest & Prophet
Billy Uber .............................Oriental Guide
David G. Elms ............................. Treasurer
Nolan Katz P.P. ........................... Recorder

Appointed Divan
Ken Haukaas .................1st Ceremonial Master
David Perazzo ..............2nd Ceremonial Master
John Bermudez .................................... Marshal
Isaac Mejia .......................... Executive  Director
Al Raffo ........................... Captain of the Guard
Greg Brown ...................................Outer Guard
Sam Kim .........................................Outer Guard
Kenneth Nelson .............................Outer Guard
Frank Ruggiero ..............................Outer Guard
Ernest R. Riese ..............................Outer Guard
Paul Salamy ...................................Outer Guard
Bernard L. Martinsen .....................Outer Guard
James Guerrero ............................ Outer Guard
George Wade ....................................... Chaplain
Bobby Holloway ........................................ Orator
Gordon W. Markley ................ Jr. Past Potentate

“NOW IS THE TIME”
“ENGAGE, EDUCATE, EXCEL”

Nobles,
The holiday season, the most wonderful time of the year, is passing,

but the “Spirit Of  Christmas”values of  Love, Kindness and Generosity,
should never end. “NOW IS THE TIME” to continue giving and sharing
those values with friends and families, including the families of Freema-
sonry and the children in our hospitals.

The new year is coming, with many new challenges and many new
opportunities. “NOW IS THE TIME” for all Shriners to dedicate them-
selves, to do whatever is necessary for the success of our Shriner/Masonry
organization. We have a great organization of  traditions and values of
Faith, Hope, Charity and Love, in our family of  Freemasonry, providing
many services throughout our Lodges,  communities. the world, and also
in our Hospitals for Children. This is very worthy and should be “Proudly
Promoted”.

The theme of  the Grand Lodge is, “ENGAGE, EDUCATE,
EXCEL”. To maximize the success of  this, we must first educate our-
selves, so that when we “ENGAGE” those in the Lodges and the com-
munities, we will be able to “EDUCATE” the “uninformed and the
misinformed”, of  the greatness of  our Shrine organization and the
Shriners Hospital for Children, and it’s contributions to the communities.
To “EXCEL” in this, we must build a strong and productive Membership
(the most important), Public Relations, and Donor Relations. To accom-
plish this, we must build up a strong trust and respect relationship within
the Lodges and the communities to develop more candidates. Also pro-
vide a strong mentorship and motivational program, to assist the candi-
dates through the degrees and to become more active and productive in
the Lodges, the Shrine and the communities. “NOW IS THE TIME’, for
all Shriners to dedicate themselves to becoming Ambassadors in the
Lodges and communities, and proudly promoting our great organization
and it’s contribution of  “Changing The World By Caring For Kids”.  By
“ENGAGING” and “EDUCATING” as many as possible, and building
a strong, productive membership in the Lodges and Shrine, we can “EX-
CEL”, in the growth and success in our organization. Without a strong
membership in the Lodges, we don’t have a strong membership in the
Shrine, and  without a strong membership in the Shrine, we will not have a
successful organization or a Shriners Hospital for Children.

WITH EVERYONE’S PARTICIPATION, IT’S A WIN-WIN,
SITUATION FOR EVERYONE AND THE ORGANIZATION. Also,
the impossible is done now, and a miracle, just takes a little longer.  We
welcome and encourage our “NEW NOBLES”, to become active and
enjoy serving our organization. “There Is No Greater Reward, Than
Serving Others In Need”. Message of  “HOPE”: “Helping Our Productiv-
ity Excel”. “Helping Our Prosperity Endure”  “Helping Our Patients
Everywhere”

Yours in the faith,
Jim Williams Public Relations
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From the Recorder
Happy New Year

everyone! It has been a
pleasure working with all
of you.

On November 19,
2011 we initiated twenty-
two new nobles. Con-
gratulations to you all. By
now you should have
received your diplomas
from the Imperial Head-
quarters and placed on
the mailing list for the
Salaam. If you have not
received any e-mails from the office we would
appreciate you confirming your e-mail address
to: recorder@shriners-sm.org

This month we will start out with the
stated meeting on January 5th under our 2012
Divan. Please phone your reservations in to our
office. The phone number is (650) 345-4300. Any
of us will take your reservations. The price for
dinner is $15.00 per person.

Aahmes Shriners will be having their
Presentation and Installation on Saturday,
January 7th.

On Sunday January 8th our Mass Installa-
tion will be at the Cabana Hotel in Palo Alto.
It’s not too late to make reservations, but the
cut-off date is January 3, 2012. This is a GAC
event, so please send your checks to our office
as the hotels are getting mighty fussy about the
guaranties so we have to be accurate when we
order the meals.

Our Section Crew will be having their East
West Game Tailgate Party here at the Shrine
Center on January 21, 2012. If you wish to
attend please contact Ed Rosenberg for reser-
vations. His phone number is (408) 736-5609.

Ben Ali Shriners will be having their
BASCO days from January 20th through Janu-
ary 22nd with a lot of events including their
installation in the afternoon on the 21st .

We would like to wish a very Happy Birth-
day and congratulations to Noble Art Becker
who turns the young age of 100 on January 4,
2012. Art, if you come to the Stated Meeting we
will buy your dinner. Also note that he has been
a Shriner since December 18, 1948.

Los Gatos Camel Herders
The Los

Gatos Camel
Herders presented
their 60th Annual
Christmas Party for
Mentally and
Physically Chal-
lenged Children in
the Santa Clara
Valley on Sunday
December 4th. The party was held at the San Jose Ma-
sonic Center. This year we had over one hundred kids

attending. Yes, the
Lodge room was
full. Each child is
provided with a
nice lunch, a
stocking filled with
goodies, a Santa
hat, a balloon and a
gift. Many of these
children come
from group homes

or low income
families and this
is a bright spot in
their Christmas
holiday. They
were entertained
by a lively
“Camel” walking
around, singing
Christmas Carols
and a Christmas
Puppet show.
The highlight is when Santa and Mrs. Claus comes in and
hands out their gifts. Presenting the Annual Kids Christmas
Party is the main focus for the Los Gatos Camel Herders

InvIte a new noble
to your next event!
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Past

ASIYA SHRINERS

MASS INSTALLATION

OF THE 2012

UNIT DIRECTORS AND CLUB PRESIDENTS

SUNDAY, JANUARY 8, 2012
10:30 AM REGISTRATION AND HOSPITALITY (DRIBBLING)

11:30 AM BRUNCH

With INSTALLATION AND ENTERTAINMENT to follow

CROWNE PLAZA CABANA, PALO ALTO
4290 EL CAMINO REAL, PALO ALTO, CA 94306

$35.00 PER PERSON
MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ASIYA SHRINERS AND MAIL TO:

ASIYA SHRINE CENTER, 1925 ELKHORN COURT, SAN MATEO, CA 94403-1308
CUT AND MAIL IN

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

2012 MASS INSTALLATION
$35.00 Per Person

NAME________________________________________________________________________NUMBER OF PERSONS_______

RESERVATION DEADLINE IS SUNDAY, JANUARY 3, 2012
*ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT ASIYA SHRINE AND ARE NOT TAX DEDUCTIBLE
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DIVAN DAY,  

November 2011 

Members of the Asiya Divan and Nobles visited the Northern unit of 
Shriners Hospital in Sacramento  

Six barrels of  toys collected by Noble Warren Blakley from the Morgan 
Hill and Gilroy area together with lap robes were presented to the hos-
pital:  
Pictured From left to right,  David Elms Chair of the Nomad Hospital 
Caravan, Isaac Mejia Temple Director, Wayne Heimsoth PP, Jack Kemp 
Hospital Board, Illustrious Mario Reyes Potentate, Jess Thompson No-
mad member, Joe Bradshaw Trustee of the Nomad Hospital Caravan 
Fund and Gordon Markley PP Hospital Board. 
During the lunch two checks were presented to the Hospital for the 
lobby renovation project. $5,000 from the Asiya Clown Unit and $1,600 
raised at the Steak and Lobster feed. 
 
David Elms,  
Asiya Treasurer and Assistant Trustee of the Nomad Hospital Caravan 
Fund  
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FOR THE SHRINE LADIES
By Shirley Katz

Past Queen, Islam Temple No.25, Daughters of the Nile
Asiya First Lady 2006

Hello, Ladies, Nobles, and New Readers to this column,
By the time you read this column written in late November, we will be celebrating the beginning of a new year,

2012.  A new year brings with it new beginnings and hopes.
 We share with all our Masonic brothers and sisters a hope that the New Year brings improved health and well

being to all children, especially to those cared for in our Shriners Hospitals.
   We extend the good wishes for the New Year to our newly elected and appointed Divan Officers.   The Asiya

Shriners Mass Installation on Sunday, January 8th will mark a new beginning for the 2012 Divan officers as they are
presented and participate in the installation of the Unit Directors and Club Presidents for 2012 at the Crowne Plaza
Cabana in Palo Alto.  To each of  you we wish much success as you undertake your duties.

   Looking back on 2011,  We extend our congratulations to retiring Potentate Mario Reyes, First Lady Zuly, and
your Divan team for your leadership in 2011 and a job well done.

  To those of  you reading this column for the first time, the Shrine Ladies of  the 22 new Nobles created at the
November Ceremonial, we extend our best wishes and a warm welcome to the Shrine family. This column is written
just for you, although many of our Nobles enjoy reading and finding out about the activities and organizations of their
sisters in the Masonic family.

Islam Temple No. 25 Daughters of  the Nile Upcoming Events
February 9th, 2012 - Official Visit of  Supreme Queen and Ceremonial Queen Dorothy LoSchiavo and the 2011-

2012 Officers are busy preparing for the Official Visit of  Supreme Queen Laura Richardson of  Tampa, Florida.  We are
expecting to welcome a number of new Princesses into our Order at the Ceremonial.  Asiya Divan members, Nobles,
and guests will be joining the celebration at the banquet to follow at Best Western Grosvenor in South San Francisco.

February  26th, 2012- Nileart Unit Pancake Breakfast 9am-1pm
  All are invited to this annual event at Asiya Shrine Center. In addition to a delicious breakfast, there will be baked

goods and books for sale as well other opportunities to win prizes.  See a Nileart member for advance ticket sales.
If you have questions about Daughters of the Nile, or other events mentioned in this article, please contact me by

email at songbird2003@comcast.net

HOSPITAL SEWING
When you attend Asiya Shrine Center events, you will notice a cabinet in the alcove between the Dining Room and

Meeting room.  This cabinet displays a sampling of the items our Hospital Sewing group makes to meet the requests of
the Northern California and Honolulu Shriners Hospitals for Children.  Hospital Sewing meets at the Asiya Shrine Center
on the third Wednesday of  each month except June and July. We have a loyal group of  15 to 20 ladies attending each
month, but we always welcome new members.  There are many opportunities to help even if  you don’t sew, and we
always enjoy the camaraderie while we work and later enjoy the salads and desserts prepared by our hostesses of the
month at our lunch meeting.

 We also raise money and accept donations of  supplies and items to assist the patients in our Shrine Hospitals. Last
September we held a Salad Bar fund raiser at the Shrine Center where Shriners and friends were invited to attend and see
examples of  the work we do.  We are very grateful for the $1600 raised by those who attended or sent in donations to
this project. This will keep us in good supply of essential sewing notions and other items needed to meet Hospital
requests for the time being.

 We do ask you to please continue to save aluminum pop tabs for the Hospital‘s Classroom for school-age patients
as well as labels and box tops marked for schools. There also is an ongoing need for 100% cotton fabric to make
clothing items as well as cotton squares to assemble the lap quilts each child is given to take home when discharged.

Requested items can be brought to the Shrine Center when Sewing meets on the third Wednesday, given to a
Daughter of the Nile member to bring our Nile Session the second Saturday of the month, or brought to the Shrine
Office 9-2 Monday through Thursday.

       Please email Shirley Katz at songbird2003@comcast.net  for more information
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Dear Ladies of the Divan, Angels of 2011 and All Shrine Ladies –
Thank you for being together this evening.  I am sure you will try to enjoy the most you can under

the circumstances.
I want to deliver this message as a reminder of your positive influence over your husband and power

over the Shriners.  I’m sure you all know that, but it doesn’t hurt when someone else confirms to you one
more time.

When you show up with your husband at your side, he can be in Clown uniform, a tuxedo, casual or
other; he looks very attractive man with unlimited qualities and his wonderful woman at his side.

One of the mandatory laws in life is to have fun, so go for it!   Enjoy yourselves, you are about to
have another successful function.

Thank you and God Bless you and the Shriners.  Soon I will present my gift to Asiya Temple for the
year 2011.

Zuly
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ASIYA SECTION CREW 

PROUDLY PRESENTS 
Two Great Games 

87th East-West Shrine Game
Saturday, January 21, 2012

1:00 pm  Kick-off –Tropicana Field  
St. Petersburg, Florida 

Tailgate Party 2012 

 

Under the Direction of 
Jim Toy 

 

Guilder Hall  
 Asiya Temple 

1925 Elkhorn Court, San Mateo

Please watch the game live 
Oh the NFL Network 

The tailgate party begins 12 Noon with the Crews 
famous B…. Milk punch of course there will be lots 

of 
Crew Hospitality

Buffet will continue through the game
$15.00 per person -12 and under free

Please RSVP by Wednesday, January 18 
 

Come join the Asiya Section Crew for 
two fabulous events

Super Bowl Party & Crab Feed 
Asiya Temple - Guilder Hal

Bring your family & friends on Sunday 
February 5th and watch the BIG Game 

on our very BIG SCREEN 
Price: $28.00 per Noble or Guest

12 and under free
If you don’t like Crab there will be 

Hotdogs, Hamburgers, Cheeseburgers 
and Great Crew Hospitality

As only, the crew can!
Reservations deadline February 1     

Doors open at 1:00 pm
Please bring your favorite Super Bowl 

appetizer to share

Net Proceeds from this event are for the benefit of Asiya Section Crew.  
                                                                       Payments are not deductible as charitable contributions

________________________Cut_________________________Cut___________________________Cut_________________

Name: ______________________________________________________________   
East-West Game:   @ $15.00 Each: _______ 12 and Under Free: _____ Sub Total Amount $_________

   Super Bowl Party: @ $28.00 Each: _______ 12 and Under Free: _____ Sub Total Amount $_________
Payable to Asiya Section Crew                                                  Total Amount $__________
Mail to:
Ed Rosenberg
820 Londonderry Dr
Sunnyvale, CA 94087 or email: edwrnorm@aol.com
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Robin Wise In Honor of: Dr. & Mrs. Robert Carroll
Al Barney Donation
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Bramman In Memory of: Kevin Aoyama
Georgia Bellamy In Memory of: Tom Fell
Georgia Bellamy In Memory of: Mireya Orchid
Rodney Lockett In Honor of: Lula Collier
Ting-Hu Shaw Donation
Ruben Ponce Donation
Gil Estrada In Memory of: Thomas Kobyashi
Warren Bates In Memory of: Fern Bates
Melvin Clark Donation
Keith & Barbara Weichert In Memory of: Howard & Evelyn Weichert
National Sojourers  In Memory of: Eleanor Bonfield
Abel Quinones In Memory of: Eleanor Bonfield

Children’s Transportation Fund Donations

Ben & Margaret Cooper In Memory of: Leonard Green
Ben & Margaret Cooper In Memory of: Dominick Tasa
Art & Marilyn Larsen In Memory of: Richard Green
Art & Marilyn Larsen In Memory of: Kenneth W. Smith, P.I.P.
Art & Marilyn Larsen In Memory of: Vernon C. Harp, Jr., M.D.
Art & Marilyn Larsen  In Memory of: Knapp Tomberlin, P.P.
Alvin & Betty Wong  In Memory of: Knapp Tomberlin, P.P.
Terry & Pam Quedens  In Memory of: Knapp Tomberlin, P.P.
Herleiv & Jane Storseter Donation
Arvid Stenstrom In Memory of my wife Judy
Herb Walker In Memory of: Vern Harp, MD
Herb Walker  In Memory of: Knapp Tomberlin, P.P.
Frederick Fox Donation
Gabriel Tuazon Donation
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Stated
Meeting

Installation of Officers
for 2012

January 5, 2012
Asiya Shrine Center

$15.00 per person

6:30 Dinner
7:30  Meeting

Reservations to Steve Greene
1925 Elkhorn Court,

San Mateo, Ca 94403-1308
650-345-4300

William Lewkowitz Jack Lewkowitz
Kenneth Tracton Ralph Nikolaus
Mark McNee Dan Boyd
Sinsuat Andang Ralph Nikolaus
James Cutsinger Nolan Katz, P.P.
Mylos Sonka Rick Haenggi
Herschel Amos Bennie Cooper
Justin Gutfeld Bennie Cooper
Dr. James Michel Sam Kim
Lee Chapin Sam Kim
Valdeir Faria-Filho George Terry
Nenar Nicolas George Terry
Robert Pollard Michael Castelan
Alexis Rueda George Terry
Andrew Burgess Michael Castelan
Anthony Lewkowitz Jack Lewkowitz
Richard Craig Nolan Katz, P.P.
Alexandre Bayen Ralph Nikolaus
Jamal Mogannan Paul Salamy
Roland Miranda Nolan Katz, P.P.
Howard Wong Nolan Katz, P.P.
Arsenio Capulong, Jr.  Nolan Katz, P.P.

Congratulations New Nobles

Candidate Sponsor


