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“Mother Temple of the West”“Mother Temple of the West”“Mother Temple of the West”“Mother Temple of the West”“Mother Temple of the West”

 Congratulations to Asiya’s
One Hundred and Fifteenth Potentate

Imperial Sir Michael Severe and Illustrious Potentate Mario Esquivel
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SHRINE CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
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Shriners Hospital for Children
Northern California
2425 Stockton Boulevard
Sacramento, CA 95817
Tele: (916) 453-2000

Asiya Shriners
(650) 345-4300

NOTICE: All announcements for events listed in
this issue are for the benefit of Asiya Shrine Cen-
ter, Units and Clubs. Payments are not deduct-
ible as charitable contributions, unless otherwise
stated.

18300 Saratoga-Los Gatos Rd.
Monte Sereno, CA 95030

David G. Blessing
Attorney At Law

(408) 761-3462

Hospital Board Members from Asiya Shrine Center

Dennis E. Griffin, Chairman
Jack Kempf, Chairman of Finance and Budget
Gordon W. Markley, Chairman Human Resources
Maurice “Mo” Sciaroni, Patient Care and Quality Assurances
Richard “Dick” Stenstrom, Chairman of Building and Equipment
Ken Haukaas, Associate Member

February 5 Section Crew Superbowl Party
11 Rod & Gun Valentines Dinner
14 Arabians Valentines Dinner
15 Patrol Roll Call
18 DUCS Meeting
25 Nomads Crab Feed

March 8 Stated Meeting
10 2013 Calendar Meeting
10 China Night
17 San Francisco St. Patrick’s Parade
21 Marshal’s Night / Section Crew
24 Peninsula Visitation

April 28 Spring Ceremonial Ronald Wagenhals  Carmel, CA
Leroy Becker Santa Clara, CA
Bertram Sugarman San Francisco, CA
James Mc Mahon The Villages, FL
Fred Beidatsch Sunnyvale, CA

Asiya Web Site
www.asiyashriners.com

Asiya’s  Magazine....”The Salaam” ................ 7
Building Fund Donations ........................... 3
Children’s Transportation Fund ................... 3
DUCS Meeting ......................................... 6
Elective Divan ........................................... 4
For the Shrine Ladies ................................. 8
From the Recorder .................................... 4
Notice .................................................... 12
Potentate’s Message .................................. 3
Remembering Why I Became A Shriner .......... 6
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Potentate’s Message
Greetings my fellow Nobles:
Wow, we are at the start of another year.  I hope all of you had a good

New Year celebration and are looking forward to another year in the
Shrine. I would like to take this moment to thank our past Potentate
Illustrious Mario Reyes for his contributions in 2011.

The year has started off great and I hope some of you had the oppor-
tunity to attend some of the past events like the Rod & Gun Crab feed,
and those lucky enough to attend the East/West Game.  If you didn’t see
the game live, maybe you got to enjoy it at the Sections Crew’s Tailgate
Party. These events were just a warm up to the exciting year we have
planned. I hope that you all will have the chance to participate in many of
the events that the clubs and units have planned, not to mention the
events that our own Temple will sponsor.

Please keep in mind some of the following dates, and, just in case you didn’t get to go to the
Tailgate Party, not to worry, as the Section Crew is hosting another football event, on Sunday,
February 5th.   They are planning a Super bowl Party, which is always a good time.

There are a few dinners that will be coming up.  February 9th is the Nile Supreme Queen’s
Visitation Dinner.  On February 11th is the Rod & Gun Valentine Dinner and finally on February
14th will be the Arabians Valentine Dinner. More information to these and other events you will
find in this Salaam.

I can’t wait to jump in and get started serving the Asiya Shrine, and I will serve the Temple to
the best of my abilities. I am looking forward to all of the visitations and get-togethers. Lastly, I
want to remind everyone that we are all in the Shrine to help and provide service for children
around the world through our constant efforts within our hospitals. I believe this will be a very
successful year. Let the good times begin!

Mario Esquivel
Potentate

Children’s Transportation Fund
DONOR MEMO
Mr. & Mrs. R. Nichols In Memory of: Al Blanchard
Alvin & Betty Wong In Memory of  LeRoy Becker
Danilo Dondriano Donation
Hanson & Valarie Lee  In Memory of: Wee Lee
Alvin Nadler In Memory of: Tom Tomberlin, PP
Alvin Nadler In Memory of: Bert Sugarman
Kathie Runcie Donation

TEMPLE GREETERS

STATED MEETING
Thursday February 23, 2012

Dribbling: 6:00 p.m.

Dinner: 6:30 p.m.

Price: $10.00 per person

ASIYA SHRINE CENTER

Phone Al Raffo for Reservations

(650) 692-7490

Reservation deadline: February 21, 2012

Building Fund Donations
DONOR MEMO
Danilo Dondriano Donation
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The name ‘SALAAM’ is registered and no use of
this name can be reproduced unless permission
is granted from Asiya Shriners.

SALAAMSALAAMSALAAMSALAAMSALAAM
 (USPS 270-420) ISSN 1084-9726

Published monthly except during July and Au-
gust, as official news bulletin by Asiya Shriners,
1925 Elkhorn Court, San Mateo, CA 94403-1308,
(650) 345-4300, Outside City call 800-953-4300.
Annual Subscription $10.19 included in dues.

Periodicals Postage Paid at
San Mateo, California

Postmaster: Send address changes to
Salaam, 1925 Elkhorn Court,
San Mateo, CA 94403-1308

Vol. 44                 No. 2

SALAAM DEADLINE SCHEDULE:
News items and photographs must be
received for each issue by the first of
month preceding issue.  All materials
should be addressed to Salaam Edi-
tor, Asiya Shriners, 1925 Elkhorn
Court, San Mateo, CA 94403-1308

Editor .......................................... Jim Cook, P.P.

Editor E-Mail:
jcbigbird@aol.com

Elective Divan
Mario Esquivel .......................... Potentate
Dennis E.Griffin ................. Chief Rabban
Benjamin Ruhs .........   Assistant Rabban
Ken Haukaas ........ High Priest & Prophet
David Perazzo ................... Oriental Guide
David G. Elms ........................... Treasurer
Nolan Katz P.P. ...........................Recorder

Appointed Divan

John Bermudez ............. 1st Ceremonial Master
Thomas Burkard, Jr. .....2nd Ceremonial Master
Michael Dwyer ..................................... Marshal
Ron Swanson ..................... Executive  Director
George Masson ............... Captain of the Guard
Greg Brown ...................................Outer Guard
Issac Mejia ..................................... Outer Guard
Kenneth Nelson .............................Outer Guard
Bobby Byers .................................. Outer Guard
Don Church ....................................Outer Guard
Paul Salamy ...................................Outer Guard
Alvin Nadler ...................................Outer Guard
Frank Ruggiero ..............................Outer Guard
Marty Martinsen .............................Outer Guard
George Wade ...................................... Chaplain
Chuck Harrison ....................................... Orator
Mario Reyes ........................... Jr. Past Potentate

From the Recorder
We had an eventful January.  Some

of your Divan attended the Aahmes and
Ben Ali Presentations.  For those of you
who are not familiar with the term
Presentation it is the similar to our
Mass Installation where all the Divan
members, Club Presidents and often
Past Potentates are escorted with their
ladies and introduced.

In the past all of the units and clubs held separate instal-
lations of officers, and needless to say the Divan was very
busy during the first quarter of the year.  It was Noble Carl
Rothblum who suggested that we hold a Mass Installation of
Units and Clubs and that tradition has been with us ever
since.

Our Section Crew will be having their third annual
Super Bowl Crab Feed on Sunday, February 5.  Full informa-
tion is in your January Salaam.  The Asiya Rod & Gun Club is
scheduled to have a Valentine’s Day Dinner here at the
Shrine Center on February 11th.  Our Arabians will be having
a Valentine’s Dinner for their stated meeting on Tuesday,
Aril 14, The Patrol will be having their annual Roll Call on
February 16th, and finally, there will be a DUCS meeting on
February 18th with a Nomads Crab Feed to follow.

Finally as a “point of interest” does anyone want to start
up a Wednesday card playing session here at Asiya.  The
space is available, and the price is right (if you don’t lose).
We also have a  good pool table if you want to indulge.

Yours in the Faith,
Nolan Katz, P.P.

Asiya 2012 Divan
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Come aboard with Asiya ShrinersCome aboard with Asiya Shriners

A Sunkissed Tropical Adventure…A Sunkissed Tropical Adventure…
  “Costa Rica, Panama, & Cartagena”“Costa Rica, Panama, & Cartagena”

…and you can visit…and you can visit

The Incredible Panama Canal!!The Incredible Panama Canal!!
15 Days of fun… Island Sunsets & 15 Days of fun… Island Sunsets & 

Emerald Waters of the CaribbeanEmerald Waters of the Caribbean

September 28 – October 13, 2012September 28 – October 13, 2012
… our base cruise trek from only $2,207.92… our base cruise trek from only $2,207.92

aboard the Island Princessaboard the Island Princess

Join Potentate Mario Esquivel & Lady GloriaJoin Potentate Mario Esquivel & Lady Gloria
For a fun fall getaway adventure…For a fun fall getaway adventure…

& let the good times roll!!!& let the good times roll!!!

From the Golden Gate Bridge to steamy Costa Rica, 
Tropics of Panama, to the white sand beaches of Ft Lauderdale

With plenty of time for shopping, relaxing & enjoying 
the great sights of the Canal…
imagine, dug by man and the joining of two magnificent oceans…

And there is plenty of time for “playing the tables & those mega slots” 
…night-time entertainment that makes your heart beat a little faster…

So come along on our fun Panama Getaway…

Questions and booking...

Call Janice Uhler (408) 252-8507 - The Travel Shoppe
or email Janice at jauhler@yahoo.com

Make your reservations as soon as possible
Cabins are limited!
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Remembering Why I Became A Shriner
By Randy Rudge, Membership Development Director, Shriners International

If you were asked, “What does your Shriner membership mean to
you,” how would you respond?

A few years ago, I was asked to do a Shriner membership presen-
tation. I worked for months preparing what I would say and do. But,
the night before the presentation I realized that it was nothing like I
wanted it to be. So I decided I wasn’t going to do a presentation at
all. I was going to listen. At the beginning of each workshop, I had
each member think about and write down why he became a Shriner.
Then, I asked each to write his two proudest moments as a Shriner. I
realize that for many it was hard to pick just two, but I wanted the
first two memories that came to mind.

What the attendees didn’t know was that each of them was going
to share what he had written. That became the most inspirational workshop I have ever par-
ticipated in. What we heard were the true tenants of Freemasonry and the principles of our
Shriners Creed. While there were inspiring stories regarding the children we serve in our
hospitals, many of the stories dealt with the brotherly love and fellowship that are only
achieved by being a member.

When I think back about my membership, I think about the incredible friends I have made
and how they have become my extended family. How they have lent a hand and listened when
I was in need, shared a laugh, dedicated their time and made me their friend.

But most of all, I think of my membership as an incredible bond between me and my
father.  I remember the pride he expressed when I became a Shriner, all the responsibilities I
took on, and the endless discussions with our mutual friends. And the fun we had together.

My dad passed away four years ago on March 6, after a long illness. During his illness, he
had not been out of the house for many months, but he decided to attend a Shriners’ function.
At the event, we sat him in a chair and noble after noble came up to him to shake his hand and
say hello. Dropping him off at his home later that evening, I gave him a hug and said
goodnight. I will always remember him looking back at me with tears in his eyes and thanking
me. That was the last time he went out in public.

After listening to many stories similar to mine during the workshop, I asked the attend-
ees what they learned from the exercise. What they said was that they experienced a lot of
emotion, pride, love and fellowship in that room.

My message is simple: As Shriners and leaders, it is our responsibility to guide others so
that they achieve the same emotion, pride and fellowship we experience as Shriners. When we
do, our organization will prosper.

Now, I ask each of you to write down why you became a Shriner and your two proudest
moments as a Shriner. If you would like to share your story, please e-mail me through
Feztivities.

Thank you all for being Shriners.

February 18, 2012
8:30 Starters      9:00 Meeting

All Divan, Unit Directors and Club Presidents Must Attend

DUCS Meeting
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Past

Asiya’s  Magazine....”The Salaam”
The Salaam is our communication between

us and the world.  All of the clubs and units
need to put in photographs of events, informa-
tion of future events and keep the rest of the
nobility up to date on current events. The
closing date for each Salaam is on the Shrine
calendar, is available on the Web Site and at the
Shrine Center. It is our loss if we don’t use the
Salaam.  Please contact me if there is any
problem with your unit or club in getting the
information to Ron Swanson on a monthly
basis.  His number is (650) 823-6592, and E-mail:
r.l.swanson1@att.net

You can contact me at 916/813-3417 or
dennisg@thegriffincompany.com if you need
help or have trouble communicating to us.  The
Divan is here to help - you will see changes in
the future.  If you have any suggestions or
questions, please let me know.   And remember
to support our advertisers.

Thank you very much – Dennis E. Griffin
—The Sacramento Chapter of the Ameri-

can Disc Jockey Association (ADJA)
recently hosted its 4th annual “Cool Califor-
nia Nights Gala” charity dinner dance and its
1st annual charity Golf Tournament at Gran-
ite Bay Golf Club and raised $20,587.70 for
Shriners Hospital for Children Northern
California!

The Shriners Hospital, in addition to its
mission of research in specialized healthcare,
provides the gift of medical care to children
under age 18 years with orthopedic disabili-
ties, spinal cord injuries and burns. The hospi-
tal primarily relies on the generosity of the
public to pay its bills.

This check was presented on November
12, 2011, at the hospital. Pictured left to right
are JD Firestone (Sacramento ADJA Chapter
Secretary), Brad Cady (Head Golf Profes-
sional, Granite Bay Golf Club), Dr. Joel
Lerman (MD, Orthopaedic Surgeon at
Shriners Hospital) and Randy Bartlett (Sacra-
mento ADJA Chapter President). Thanks to
all of those who came together to make the
event a huge success, exemplifying ADJA’s
motto “If We Work Together, Imagine
What We Can Do!”

Sacramento DJs Help Raise over
$20,000 for Shriners Hospital

2012 Visitations
This year there will be three mass visitations, Peninsula –
3/24, South Bay – 5/26, Deep South – 10/27, for all
Units and Clubs except for two stag visitations Patrol
Roll Call and the Rod & Gun Club.  The Units and
Clubs groupings are as shown below.

Peninsula: Units; Section Crew, Temple Greeters,
Mounted Patrol. Clubs: Golf, Twin Peaks, Yacht, Past
Masters, Amateur Radio, & Computer & Photo.

South Bay: Units; Arabians, Legion of Honor, Brigade,
Clowns. Clubs; Los Gatos Camel Herders, South Bay,
& Nomad R.V.

South Bay: Clubs; Santa Cruz, Monterey County, San
Benito

One Unit or Club will be in charge with the help of the
Director of Units and Director of Clubs
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FOR THE SHRINE LADIES
By Shirley Katz
Past Queen, Islam Temple No.25, Daughters of the Nile
Asiya First Lady 2006

Hello, Ladies, Nobles, and New Readers to this column,
Congratulations to Illustrious Mario Esquivel, newly installed Potentate of Asiya Shriners,

and First Lady Gloria as you begin what promises to be a busy and eventful 2012.  We look for-
ward to sharing many enjoyable moments with you and the Nobility in the events you have
planned for the year.

     This column will continue in 2012 to provide our readers with information about those
events sponsored by organizations in our Masonic family which could be of particular interest to
them, and I invite you to submit information about your upcoming Masonic group event, especially
those open to the public.

February will be a busy month for Islam Temple No. 25 Daughters of the Nile.  We welcome
Supreme Queen Laura Richardson at her Official Visit to our Temple in Burlingame on February
9th.  Potentate Mario and Princess Gloria will be among the dignitaries attending the banquet that
follows at the Grosvenor Hotel honoring the Supreme Queen and the new Princesses initiated at
the Ceremonial that day.

Later in the month, on February 26th we plan to enjoy a delicious Pancake Breakfast at the
Asiya Shrine Center, sponsored by our Nileart Unit.  Hope you can join us from 9-1 on the 26th.

As we move into March, Queen Dorothy LoSchiavo and the 2011-2012 Officers are winding up
a successful and eventful year with elections and farewells as a new corps of Officers is introduced
on March 10th at their final Session.  All Nobles, Ladies, families, and friends are invited to attend
the Open Installation of Officers on March 31, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. at Burlingame Masonic Center,
145 Park Road in Burlingame. Reservations are advised to be sure there is adequate seating.

If you have questions about Daughters of the Nile, or other events mentioned in this article,
please contact me by email at songbird2003@comcast.net.

The Salaam is selling
advertising space. 

If  interested call Ron Swanson, Execu-
tive Director for space availability and
pricing at
(650) 823-6592,and
E-mail: r.l.swanson1@att.net

Last 5 Years
Beginning Count: 1837
Ending Count: 1235
Creations (avg): 24
Affiliations (avg): 3
Restorations (avg): 5
Demits (avg): 19
Suspensions (avg): 62
Expired (avg): 58
Resigned (avg): 2
Change: -602
% Change: -32.77 %
Status: N/A

Where has our membership
gone in the last 5 years?
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 Congratulatioins to the
50 year members

Joseph H. Field, M.D.
Taber L. Kopan

Charles Gibbs, Jr.
Peter Samardizch
William R. Vernon

Dean E. Hess
Dale O. Holmgren

Kenneth D. Johnson
Lashley H. Mann

Bayani G. Salcedo

Congratulations to
Mike Dwyer for being
appointed Marshal

Meet the
New Marshal

NOTICE
The Salaam is now on

the Shrine Web Site, you
can get it sooner than in the
U.S. Mail, check it out.

Asiya Web Site
www.asiyashriners.com


